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MEC FEZI NGUBENTOMBI MEETS COUNCILLORS ON EPWP IN WELKOM  

 

The Free State MEC for Public Works and Rural Development, Ms Fezi Ngubentombi held a meeting 

with councillors from the 25 municipalities of Free State in Welkom today (09/0709).  

The Free Sate South African Local Government Association (SALGA) was also present at the 

meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the effective implementation of the second 

phase of the Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) in collaboration with the municipalities.  

The second phase of EPWP has a national target of 4.5 million job opportunities for the next five 

years. The province, through Premier Magashule in his state of the province address, has set to 

achieve of 50 000 job opportunities by December this year. This meeting was therefore aimed at 

discussing the modalities and plans through which municipalities will maximize their input in the 

EPWP implementation. 

Government has since April this year embarked on the second phase of EPWP. This was following a 

very successful conclusion of the first phase of EPWP that started in 2004 and created more than one 

million job opportunities. Thus, surpassing the set targets both in the province and nationally.  

“Local government has the largest portfolio with the greatest potential of creating large numbers of job 

opportunities and is therefore key in the second phase of EPWP,” said MEC Ngubentombi in her 

opening remarks.  

She added that the implementation of EPWP has to be more rigorous because “now more than ever, 

there is mounting pressure to create public works programmes and scale-up existing ones to counter 

the effects of the current global economic crisis”. She concluded that “for a developing country trying 

to grapple with high poverty and unemployment rates, a public works programme will always be 

necessary until the economy experiences an upward growth rate that no longer requires a short-term 

employment intervention.” 

The meeting agreed on institutional mechanisms for effective implementation, reporting and 

monitoring of EPWP by all 25 municipalities of the Free State. A memorandum of understanding on 

the effective implementation of EPWP will be signed in due course between the Mayors and the MEC: 

Public Works and Rural Development.  

MEC Ngubentombi will provide a comprehensive outline of the EPWP second phase rollout when she 

presents her Budget Vote Policy Statement on the 28 July 2009.  
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