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FIXING UP: MEC Sisi Mabe chats to young people working at the construction site of the Johan Slabbert School. 

 
There are plans to turn the Kroonstad house of former ANC President Rev Zaccheus Richard 
Mahabane into a heritage and tourist attraction. 
 
As part of preparations for the project, Free State MEC for Public Works Sisi Mabe visited Kroonstad 
to inspect the house which is to be renovated together with the Jacob Zuma Park and the Johan 
Slabbert School. Department spokesperson Mlungisi Maqhubela said the ZR Mahabane house will 
become a heritage site and act as a tourist attraction in the area. He said the purpose of his visit was 
to ensure that the heritage sites are completed on time and at the highest quality. 
 
“I am satisfied so far with the progress of these three sites we have visited today. It is equally 
important that I interact with the workers on site, contractors and regional staff members to assess the 
infrastructure development and progress of the heritage sites,” said Mabe. 
 
He said the Rev ZR Mahabane’s house was identified as one of those projects that will help to restore 
the history of the province. Some of the developments that took place include the erection of a new 
palisade fence, a parameter wall at the Jacob Zuma Park and reinforced solid cement plates that will 
help expand the site. 
 
They also constructed the classrooms, workshops (for welding and woodwork), administration block, 
sports area and hall of the Johan Slabbert School. The regional technical team in Fezile Dabi district 
created 15 work opportunities for the community. According to Maqhubela, three local contractors 
were tasked with carrying out the construction projects. 
 
“We also managed to employ three local contractors and create 20 jobs at the Jacob Zuma Park 
project,” said Maqhubela. 
 
The Johan Slabbert School has employed seven local contractors and 20 local work opportunities 
which are expected to increase as the project progresses. 
 
[Source:  www.thenewage.co.za] 

 


