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EPWP PARTICIPANTS GAIN ON-SITE PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE 

FROM WELL-TRAINED DEPARTMENTAL INSPECTORATE AT THE 

BONAMELO REFURBISHMENT PROJECT  

T 
he EPWP participants 

working at the 

Bonamelo College 

project in Qwa Qwa 

are singing praises for the op-

portunity given to them by the 

Department of Public Works & 

Infrastructure. They say, their 

involvement with the project 

has equipped them with great 

skills and knowledge to execute 

a building construction project. 

The project was started on 28 

April 2015 and was completed 

six months from that time. The 

cost of material that included 

external electrification for the 

projects was at R4.082 903 mil-

lion.     

The Departmental project plan 

and execution resolved to utilize 

the Department’s in-house in-

spectorate to refurbish and ren-

ovate the Bonamelo College. In 

addition to that the Department 

also deemed it necessary to 

include the youth and other 

local based unemployed people 

(especially those residing in Qwa 

Qwa) to a project like Bonamelo 

College refurbishment. This was 

in a bid to transfer built-

infrastructure skills and create 

some form of short-to-medium 

term employment to these par-
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ticipants so that they can use that 

skill later to empower themselves. 

“I have learnt a lot from this pro-

ject and it has assisted me with a 

lot of self-discipline as a young 

person,” said a 24 year old Tsietsi 

Sefako who hails from Tsesing, 

Qwa Qwa. Tsietsi says, he likes 

decorations and working with 

wood. “I have gained a lot of 

knowledge in this project and I 

will definitely make use of it even 

when it has been completed, just 

for me to earn a decent living,” 

Tsietsi alluded.  

The 14-general workers that 

worked side by side with the De-

partment’s inspectorate team to 

execute the rehabilitation work at 

Bonamelo were recruited as Ex-

panded Public Works Programme, 

(EPWP) Participants. They were 

assigned various responsibilities as 

tradesmen aid in different areas 

like brick-laying, carpentry, weld-

ing, painting and plumbing. In all 

of these trades the EPWP partici-

pants were allocated, inspectorate 

mentors that taught them the job 

and inspected their work. “I am 

happy that the Department allo-

cated the EPWP participants to 

this project, this makes the work 

on-site to be faster and that we 

can finish the project on time,” 

 

“I appreciated plumbing work 

since I joined this project, I have 

leant a lot here at Bonamelo”  
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Pic 1 –2:  Expanded Public Works Programme  (EPWP) Participants show-off the work they executed at the Bonamela College in Qwa Qwa  

Pic 3-4:  The Bayers Naude Victims Centre in Clarens was also altered and turned into formidable facility through the in-house Works, Construction and Mainte-

nance expertise of the Department with full participation of the EPWP Participants 

Pic 1 

said Nate Andrew Ramotlokoane a chief artisan at the Department of Public Works & Infrastructure. 

A young Tsepiso also from Qwa Qwa is very fond of plumbing. “I appreciated plumbing work since I joined this project, I have leant a lot here at 

Bonamelo,” said Tsepiso. She is one of the EPWP participants that made a complete overhaul to the old bathrooms, showers installing new 

basins, pipes, tiles, mirrors etc to the 3-block facility and 06-units each. 

 

Scope of work in this project includes 

Alterations 

Building work 

Electrical installations and  

Mechanical installations             

Pic 1 Pic 2 

Pic 3 Pic 4 
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Pic 1 –4  The Department’s Tradesmen and Artisans rehabilitated the Bayers 

Naude Victims Centre in Clarens to a state of the art facility 

One of the Department’s Chief Artisan based in our Phuthaditjhaba Regional Office at the site of the 

Lusaka Community Hall 

Pic 1 Pic 2 

Pic 4 

Pic 4 



Volume: 14 
Re a Hlasela  

Infrastructure 
 

20 June 2016 4 

Contributors: 

 Mlungisi Maqubela 
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 Koos Kwena 

 Motseki Ngubeni 

THE FREE STATE’S FIRST AMBASSADOR FOR THE 67 

BLANKETS FOR MADELA DAY CAMPAIGN IS A PROUD 

PUBLIC SERVANT  

T 
he 67 blankets campaign 

under the auspices of the 

Nelson Mandela Founda-

tion recently appointed 

Ms Lindiwe Mguni as their Bloem-

fontein ambassador. Ms. Mguni is 

the Director of the Special Pro-

grammes at the Department of 

Public Works and Infrastructure.  

Her appointment came forth when 

she met with renowned songstress 

Sibongile Mngoma and Johan Fer-

reira, a Cape Town ambassador for 

the 67 Blankets campaign who 

informed her of her new appoint-

ment. “I am looking forward to 

start with this campaign and most-

ly importantly to work and coordi-

nate all related stakeholders in our 

Province “Free State” to make it to 

become a success story. Such coop-

eration and working together will 

include building a relationship 

with the Department of Social 

Development as well as other 

partners to become actively in-

volved in the campaign,” Ms. 

Mnguni added.  

In 2015, the 67 Blankets campaign 

broke the Guinness World Record 

when the Union Building in Pretoria 

was covered with 3133 square metres of handmade blankets. The 67 Blankets for Mandela Day started in 

2013 when Zelda la Grange challenged Caroly Steyn to make and distribute handmade blankets for those 

in need as part of the 67 seconds of Mandela Day activity.  

The 67 Blanket campaign swiftly grew since then and currently boasts with ambassadors in different prov-

inces. The Free State is one of the latest provinces to get their first ambassador, in Ms Lindi Mnguni. Her 

duties will include: creating a footprint for the 67 blanket campaign, identifying different areas where 

there is a need for blankets, enhance stakeholder relations and host knitting activities such as knitathons  

(a charity event in which participants knit). 

As the Nations beloved, former and late President, Nelson Rholihlahla Mandela once said: “What counts in 

life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is what difference we have made to the lives of others that 

will determine the significance of the life we lead.”  

The Free State Department of Public Works and Infrastructure congratulates Ms. Mnguni and wishes her 

well in this “good cause” seat, “Malibongweeeee.” 

Content supplied by the Communication and Media Liaison Unit of the Department of Public Works and Infrastructure.  
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Sibongile Mngoma, the opera singer also involved in the 67 blankets with Lindiwe Mguni, Director of the Special Programmes at  the Department of 

Public Works and Infrastructure and Johan Ferreira of the 67 Blankets for Mandela 
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