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RATLOU HOME AFFAIRS OFFICIALLY OPENED- 

BRINGING SERVICES TO THE PEOPLE 
 

T 
he residents of Thaba 

Nchu in the Free State 

Province will no longer 

have to travel distanc-

es in order to apply for Identity 

Documents (IDs). Ratlou Home 

Affairs Office officially handed-

over and opened to render the 

much needed social service to 

the community of Thaba Nchu 

and surrounding communities on 

13 July 2016. 

The opening ceremony was 

graced by the presence of the 

Minister of Home Affairs, Malusi 

Gigaba, outgoing Manguang Met-

ro Municipality Executive Major, 

Thabo Manyoni, Premier of Free 

State, Ace Magashule and MEC 

for Public Works and Infrastruc-

ture, Dora Kotzee. 

“Mothers must register their new 

born babies in hospital after 

birth to avoid long queues at the 

Home Affairs offices. The minis-

try is in need of more office space 

and staff members in order to 

bring services closer to the peo-

ple.” says Minister of Home 

Affairs, Malusi Gigaba. 

The minister also added that this 

year (2016), the ministry opened 

other Home Affairs offices in vari-

ous areas, including one in Butter-

worth in the Eastern Cape.   
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MEC for Public Works and Infrastructure, Dora Kotzee emphasised that the department resolved to 

execute the renovation work though its in-house capacity through the department’s tradesmen, arti-

sans and project managers. “Work and training opportunities were created for 20 participants of the 

Extended Public Works Programme (EPWP) from unskilled persons in the community of Thaba Nchu,” 

Kotzee added. 

One of the community members, Mathapelo Leteane, was joyful about the newly refurbished home 

affairs office, right at her door-step. “I’m so happy that Home Affairs services are now nearer to us. I 

used to travel from Thaba Nchu to Bloemfontein just to access these services. Now I can just walk to 

the offices.”  

Items under specialized work were executed internally through the Department’s artisans and were 

further inspected internally. These included, re-wiring, partitioning, suspended ceilings, tiles on large 

areas, vinyl laminated flooring, burglar proofing and hand rails. 

 

Minister of Home Affairs, Malusi Gigaba MP and MEC Dora Kotzee MPL during the official opening of the Thaba Nchu Home 

Affairs Office.  
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Mangaung Metro Mayor Clr Thabo Manyoni and MEC Dora Kotze of Public works and Infrastructure with EPWP Participants at the Ratlou Complex during the Offi-

cial Opening of the Home Affairs Office in Thaba Nchu 

“This office will change the way our services are rendered to our people,” Min-

ister Gigaba said while opening the Thaba Nchu office 

Premier Ace Magashule made a quick appearance at 

the opening of the Thaba Nchu Home Affairs Office  

Pic 3 

Pic 4 

Officials from the Department of Public Works & Infrastructure participating 

in a clean-up campaign at Ratlou Complex 

The Head of Department (PW & Infra) Ntate 

Maditse Seoke leading from the front during the 

painting and cleaning campaign at Ratlou Complex   
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67 MINUTES FOR BOHLOKONG HOSPICE IN 

BETLHEHEM 

F 
ree State Provincial Gov-

ernment celebrated the 

International Nelson Man-

dela day on 18 July 2016 

by devoting 67 minutes of their 

time to take action and inspire 

change within the community of 

Bohlokong, Bethlehem. 

The Free State Mandela Day Event 

covered 4 thematic areas of focus 

such as Education and Literacy, 

Health and Food Security, Shelter 

and Infrastructure and Environment. 

The Departments of Public Works 

and Infrastructure; DESTEA and So-

cial Development collaboratively 

renovated Bohlokong Hospice and 

donated hand-made blankets to 

elders and beneficiaries of the hos-

pice.  

Ever since the official opening of 

their doors in 2011, the Bohlokong 

Hospice in Bethlehem has been a 

beacon of hope and a home to nu-

merous people from the community 

with serious chronic conditions such 

as advanced HIV/AIDS and Tubercu-

losis (TB) and other related condi-

tions. 

The Hospice provide patients with in

-patient as well as home based care 

in order to relieve suffering and im-

prove the quality of life of patients 

and their families. 

“Patients receive counselling, nurses 

come to check on patients regularly 

and pastor visits every week to give 

a sermon and pray for the patients,” 

says Agnes Mothibedi, the founder 

of Bohlokong Hospice. 

The Department of Public Works and Infrastructure came to the aid by renovating the Hospice. It was 

once a dilapidated farmhouse before it was handed over to Mothibedi.  

The Department renovation to the Hospice includes building new roof, fitting of the new ceiling, filling 

cracked walls and painting. The Department also provided assistance in establishing a website for the 

hospice and designing a new logo for them. The website will open doors of publicity for the hospice 

which can lead to more potential sponsorship. 

Re Hlasela Bohlokong:  The Departments of PW & Infra, Social Development and DESTEA donated goodies and blankets and further 

painted Bohlokong Hospice “Red” during the Tata Mandela Day of 2016 all activities in Bethlehem were led by the FSPG Exco Mem-

bers giving their time to this noble call 

“Patients receive counselling, nurses come to 

check on patients regularly and pastor visits 

every week to give a sermon and pray for the pa-

tients” 

“IT IS IN YOUR HANDS TO MAKE OUR WORLD A BETTER ONE FOR ALL”- Nelson Mandela  



Volume: 15 
Re a Hlasela  

Infrastructure 
 

01 August 2016 4 

 

Ntate Nelson Mandela Day in pictures  at Bohlong Hospice—Bethlehem…a Total “Make-Over” 



THE DEPARTMENT COMOMMORATES THE 40TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF YOUTH DAY 

T 
he Department of Public 

Works and Infrastructure 

held the 40th Youth Day 

celebration at the Ade-

laide Tambo Hall on 30 June 2016. 

The motive behind the celebration 

was to enlighten the employees on 

the significance and the history of 

the day (1976) and also launch the 

Departmental Youth Forum. The 

2016 Youth Month theme is “Youth 

moving South Africa forward.” 

“Every revolution starts with the 

youth and Freedom does not come 

without sacrifices. The challenge is 

on you to decide what you want to 

be remembered for,” said Director: 

Special Programmes, Lindiwe Mngu-

ni. She also believed that the youth 

must know where they come from 

before they can move South Africa 

forward. 

“Youth development is the business 

of the Department. We aim to help 

the youth to realise their full poten-

tial. You also have a role to play,” 

those were the words uttered by 

Director HRM, Stan Diakos. He also 

added that the Department has 5 

(20%) Youth SMS Members. And in 

terms of staff in total, the Depart-

ment has 533 (27%) Youth Staff. 

The Youth Day celebration was also 

graced by the presence of Abel 

Majola from Expanded Public Works 

Programme (EPWP) and the Nation-

al Youth Development Agency 

(NYDA) Brand Manager, Kagisho 

Mokae. 

EPWP has the National Youth Service (NYS) such as Electrical Engineering, Civil & Building, Plumbing, Hy-

giene and Cleaning, Construction Carpentry, Ornamental Horticulture and Landscaping. 

The National Youth Service (NYS)  is government initiative to engage youth of South Africa in strengthening 

service delivery, promote nation-building, foster social cohesion and to assist youth to gain occupational 

skills necessary in order to be able to access sustainable livelihood opportunities. 

According to Majola, the National Youth Service (NYS) play a major role in creating work opportunities for 

unemployed youth and provide them with work experience. “The National Youth Service (NYS) create work 

and training opportunities for the unemployed youth while at the same time addressing the shortage of 

artisan skills in the building industry. Ensure participation of the youth in community service delivery and 

thereby instilling the spirit of patriotism in young South Africans.” 

NYDA Brand Manager, Kagisho Mokae emphasis that NYDA has Youth Build Programmes to provide youth 

with workplace-based learning opportunities and hands-on, practical experience, with a particular focus on 

construction opportunities within and outside the College. “Establishment of Youth Build Programmes is 

hugely influenced especially by the role of stakeholders such as Municipality that show interest in lever-

aging the resources. The target for offering structured Youth Build programmes is 1 650 young people 

participating in structured Youth Build programmes,” Mokae added. 
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Vibrant Firebrands: In commemoration of Youth Month, the Departmental Officials dusted their uniforms and supported the call to remember the contri-

bution made by the young students of 1976 



Volume: 15 
Re a Hlasela  

Infrastructure 
 

6 01 August 2016 

 

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE YOUTH AND YOUNG LIONS OF 1976 



T 
he Department of Public 

Works and Infrastructure 

produce quality trained 

security personnel to all 

government buildings.  

In line with the core values of the 

Department of Public Works and 

Infrastructure which include: Com-

mitment, Teamwork, Responsive-

ness, Fairness, Integrity and hones-

ty as well as Respect, the depart-

ment ensures that it produces a 

quality workforce that is well-

trained. In living up to its security 

mandate of providing a secure and 

safe environment at all government 

buildings which occupy more than 

one department as well as for the 

protection of political office bearers 

the department ensures that all 

security personnel undergo profes-

sional training at the National Rural 

Youth Service Corps (NARYSEC) in 

Thaba Nchu.  

The training at NARYSEC includes 

orientation and theoretical learning 

followed by Semi-Military physical 

training provided by the Depart-

ment of Defence such as a March, 

Drill and Salute. The theoretical 

learning modules include: Leader-

ship Skills, Time Management, 

Work ethics, Diversity and team 

building and Character building. 

The department is knowledgeable 

in the fact that workforce training 

for both new and experienced personnel is of vital importance. The training at NARYSEC is aimed at Re-

engraving and reviving the foundation of security training that the personnel already have. The security 

personnel are housed in sleeper tents for the duration of their training at Thaba Nchu. NARYSEC College 

also provides extramural activities such as volley ball, chess, soccer and indigenous games. 

Ensign M.C. Baloi (Campany Commander- Bravo Campany) & S/Sgt. M.M. Sandlo emphasised that, “this 

initiative aims to re- engrave the security skills into employees.” 

The Security Guard participants from the Department of Public Works and Infrastructure, Victor Salamu 

also added that the Department of Public Works and infrastructure is doing a good work by providing 

them with training. “This training is very important because I learned things I didn’t know before and it 

reminded me of the things I already forgotten. It prepares me for my work at the buildings. Teamwork is 

extremely important as it leads to unity in the workplace; to be on time and to be disciplined. Our de-

partment should continue with this type of trainings so that we as public servants as well as the commu-

nity members could benefit from the skills achieved through it,” Salamu added.  

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND INFRA-

STRUCTURE PRODUCE QUALITY TRAINED SECURITY 

PERSONNEL TO ALL GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS 
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Content supplied by the Communication and Media Liaison Unit of the Department of Public Works and Infrastructure.  

Tell:  051 403 3805 or 051 403 3112 

Web: http: www.publicworks.fs.gov.za   

Social Media:   

My Wox Space: mywoxspace.fsworks.gov.za   

fsdpw @fsdpw fsdpw 

Boot camp: The security personnel of the Department attended an intensive training progamme at the Thaba Nchu Training College  

“This initiative aims to re- engrave the security 

skills into employees.” 

http://www.twitter.com/fsdpw

