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 PUBLIC WORKS HOLDS FRUITFILL 

WOMEN IN CONSTRUCTION INDABA  

o n 24 August women from all parts of the Free State Province descended to the City of Roses in Mangaung 

Metropolitan Municipality in commemoration of 2018 women’s month. 

The Department of Public Works and Infrastructure led by MEC Dora Kotzee held a very successful Wom-

en In Construction Indaba in Bloemfontein. The event brought together all women of influence in the 

construction sector, and new female entrants under one roof.  

Premier Sisi Ntombela and MEC Dora Kotzee with one of the recipients of R 25 0000 as a donation to her construction company 

http://www.publicworks.fsworks.gov.za/
http://www.twitter.com/fsdpw
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The overarching objectives of the Indaba 

was to strengthen the relations of wom-

en in the construction sector, enable 

new female role players to enter the 

highly male dominated terrain and es-

tablish themselves as integral role play-

ers in the sector. This inaugural event 

was held under the Theme: “Women of 

Fortitude Women United in Moving 

South Africa Forward” 

These women of note robustly engaged 

on aspects of strategies to put women in 

prime position within the industry, how 

to run effective and financially viable 

companies, how to better understand 

sound financial management for their 

companies, as well as professional and 

ethical administration for the benefit of 

their companies. 

The Indaba raised sharply the question 

of self-sustainability of Women led com-

panies in the sector, building strong 

brand identity, surviving and flourishing 

in the competitive environment.  

The Indaba also focused on how women 

can assist one another to deal with the 

broader challenges facing women in 

“this” male dominated industry. 

Premier Sisi Ntombela, who was a guest  

speak at the Indaba had this to say: 

"Women are born leaders and history 

confirms that. Women of today must 

draw inspiration from the women like 

Mama Charlotte Maxeke, Winnie 

Madikizela-Mandela, Albertina Sisulu 

and many others who stood for the de-

velopment and the emancipation of 

women in society.” 

“Their gallant fight against injustices of 

the past, apartheid in particular and 

oppression of women must serve as a 

reminder of the strength women pos-

sess. There are opportunities for hard-

working women in the construction in-

dustry they must prove their worth 

through hardwork and dedication."  

Premier Ntombela also lauded MEC 

Kotzee for recognizing the importance of 

empowering women and this commit-

ment is reflected in the women repre-

sentation in positions of senior manage-

ment at Public Works & Infrastructure.  

MEC Kotzee and Premier Ntombela do-

nated R200,000 that was shared 

amongst  5 deserving women owned 

construction companies at the indaba.  

“We must occupy spaces that have been 

historically reserved for men and begin 

to bring down the pillars of patriarchy 

in society. The only way we can begin to 

change the status quo is to unite under 

a vision that seeks to build a better life 

for all South Africans irrespective of 

their gender orientation,” said Mec 

Kotzee. 

Women in the built construction industry singing national anthem during the opening 

of the Indaba 

Hon Premier Sisi Ntombela alluded that women should prove their worth through 

hard work and dedication 

MEC Dora Kotzee encouraging women in the built construction industry to work 

together as women  

HoD Gadija Brown engaging with the women at the Indaba 
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 OPERATION HLASELA HITS 

FRANKFORT-NAMAHADI 

I 
n order to  address the critical ser-

vice delivery challenges con-

fronting the community of Frank-

fort, the Premier of the Free State, 

Sefora ‘Sisi’ Ntombela, the Executive 

Council, Mafube Local Municipality, and 

private sector stakeholders embarked 

on a massive Hlasela cleaning campaign 

and immediate relief intervention in 

Namahadi. The theme for this initiative 

was “Cleaning and Taking Primary 

Health Care to the People.” 

Premier Ntombela, and entourage got 

their hands dirty and participated in the 

cleaning process. Work started prior to 

the main event which was held on 11 

August 2018. 

The main focus of the campaign was to 

clean and fence the landfill site and to 

clear the illegal dumping sites. Storm 

water channels that have become a 

threat to the lives of pedestrians and 

vehicles were unblocked. 

The Premier was joined by MEC for Pub-

lic Works, Infrastructure & Human 

Settlement, Dora Kotzee and MEC for 

Police, Roads and Transport, Sam 

Mashinini as two campaign champions. 

Taking service to the people, the Depart-

ment of Health led by MEC Montseng 

Tsiu was also present to offer the prima-

ry healthcare services (Screening and 

testing of HIV, AIDS, TB and other non-

communicable diseases, provision of 

School Health Services such as Human 

Papilloma Virus, Eye Testing, and many 

more services). 

Premier Ntombela donated over 500 

blankets to Dr Zuurbeg hospital, and also 

announced that the hospital will under-

go  an extensive renovation in this finan-

cial year as an immediate measure to 

speedily address the ailing hospital infra-

structure.  

“Through our collective efforts towards 

cleaner and hygiene friendly environ-

The Tractor Loader Backhoe (TLB) clearing one of the illegal dumping sites in Frankfort-Namahadi  
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ment all our towns will be spotless and if we continue to demonstrate such unity in action this will be inculcated into all mu-

nicipalities across the province,” said Premier Ntombela. Waste collectors to assist Namahadi community were also appointed 

and MEC Dora Kotzee through EPWP employed some of the community members within Namahadi in the programme. “We 

will continue to work tirelessly to improve the lives of our people and strive to create a clean environment,” said MEC Dora 

Kotzee.  

The Free State government provided learners with sanitary towels and also awarded the best performing grade 12 learners in 

Namahadi with new laptops for their hardwork and dedication. Further assistance was assured and rendered to families with-

out and ailing housing infrastructure, such was through fixing of roofs and cracked walls, building new structures for child head-

ed households etc.  

“We appreciate this gesture Madam Premier and we are truly humbled by the inter-governmental cooperation between our 

spheres of Government in this regards, at least your efforts to assist our Municipality with this much needed cleaning  of our 

community will be maintained until our recovery plan comes to effect,” alluded Mafube Local Municipality Mayor, Ntate 

Sigasa. 
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 MARCH AGAINST GENDER 

BASED VIOLENCE 

T 
he Minister of Women in the Presidency, Mme Bathabile Dlamini, the Premier of the Free State, Sefora ‘Sisi” 

Ntombela, leaders of government at large, traditional leaders and various stakeholders gathered in Qwaqwa on 24 

August 2018 for an interactive Men and Boys Dialogue. This was part of the Women’s Month activities aimed at 

uniting South African women and girls, men and boys in pursuit of the national goals of women empowerment, gen-

der equality and the achievement of non-sexist society. The program of the day started with a march, led by Members of the 

Executive Council, the FSPG Director General, Rre Kopung Ralikontsane. The taking primary health care services to the people 

initiative often driven by the Department of Health was also offered to the community of Qwaqwa as part of taking health care 

service to the people.  
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PUBLIC WORKS AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

THROUGH MEC KOTZEE CONTINUES TO 

INSPIRE HOPE 

E 
arly this year, the MEC for the De-

partment of Public Works and In-

frastructure honourable Dora 

Kotzee, handed over employment 

contracts to 179 security personnel who were 

participating in the Departmental security 

learnership programme.  

This move has positioned the Department as 

one of the key employers in the Province, 

thus contributing to the fight against poverty 

and unemployment. The newly appointed 

security officers were trained as Assets and 

Reaction Officers, Access control Officers and 

Patrol Security Officers. The announcement 

made by the MEC to appoint these officers at 

stratergic security points brought a fresh 

sense of relief and excitement to the recipi-

ents, especially since they are certain of an 

income at the end of every month.   

One of the newly employed security guards, 

Thandi Pindani was very delighted for receiv-

ing the employment news. “I am very excited 

that today I am employed by the Free State 

Provincial Government after all these years 

of struggling with employment, I am also 

grateful to the MEC for this great opportuni-

ty as I would be able to provide for my fami-

ly, pay off my bills and take care of myself,” 

said Pindani. The department continue to 

make significant progress to ensure the em-

powerment of women and achievements to 

gender equality.  

 

 

The newly appointed security guard, Thandi Pindani very enthusiastic and eager while performing her duty at the 

OR Tambo House 


