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REFURBISHED FACILITIES READY TO BE      

UTILISED 

T 
he Department stays com-

mitted to meeting its obli-

gations as the custodian of 

government buildings. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic that 

affected the global economy and 

consequently influenced the ways in 

which business is done forced all 

Free State Government Departments 

to virtually table their budget votes.  

MEC for Public Works, Infrastruc-

ture, and Human Settlement, Hon-

ourable Motshidise Koloi delivered 

her virtual budget vote on 29 July 

2020. The budget speech was aired 

live on the Departmental Facebook 

page and broadcasted on communi-

ty radio stations.  

According to MEC Koloi, the Depart-

ment has spent an amount of R35.5 

million for maintenance in the 

2019/20 financial year. The MEC also 

added that 2020/2021 maintenance 

budget has been increased to R110.8 

million, this budget will also cover 

COVID-19 projects. 

“The 2020/2021 financial year start-

MEC for Public Works, Infrastructure, and Human Settlement, Honourable Motshidise Koloi delivering her virtual budget vote on 29 July 2020.  

http://www.publicworks.fsworks.gov.za/
http://www.twitter.com/fsdpw
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ed with a COVID-19 pandemic and the 

Department was tasked with the re-

sponsibility of refurbishing isolation 

and quarantine sites. As a result 

2020/2021 maintenance budget has 

been increased to R110.8 million, this 

budget will also cover COVID-19 pro-

jects.” The Department has conducted 

conditional assessment of nine resorts 

that were earmarked for use as quaran-

tine sites. “The following resorts were 

refurbished in the first quarter of this 

financial year: Soetdoring, Willem Pre-

torius, Sandveld, Koppies Dam, Gariep 

Dam, Tussen Die Rivier, Sterkfontein, 

Seekoeivlei and Phillip Sanders,” said 

MEC Koloi.  

The refurbished facilities carry a total 

bed capacity of 638 and are currently 

being used by the Department of Health 

for quarantine and isolation purposes. 

Refurbishment of these resorts also 

guarantees the Province an improved 

revenue generation ability post Covid-

19 use. 

"The 2020/2021 financial year started with a COVID 19 pandemic and the Department was 

tasked with the responsibility of refurbishing isolation and quarantine sites. As a result 

2020/2021 maintenance budget has been increased to R110.8 million, this budget will also 

cover COVID-19 projects, ”Said MEC Tshidi Koloi 

MEC .T. Koloi leading her Team during the presentation of the 2020/2021 Departmental Vote in Bloemfontein—Mangaung Metro. 

Acting HoD, Ernest Mohlahlo with MEC Koloi during question and answer session 

just after the Budget Vote 2020/2021 was presented. 

Head of Project Management—PMU, Freddy Tokwe with Chief Director—RME, Siza 

Mtolo. 
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BUDGET VOTE 2020/2021 HIGHLIGHTS  

“In this financial year, we will enhance 

our professional capacity by appointing 

suitably-qualified staff within the       

professions across all functions including 

occupational health and safety. ” 

“During the 2019/20 financial year, despite the 

continuous budgets cuts due to Treasury’s fiscal 

consolidation and prudent financial management 

strategies, the Department was able to create 2 

987 work opportunities against the target of 2 

900 by end of the financial year.” 

“A total amount of R470 million representing 

99.99% of the rates and taxes and R429   

million representing 99.73% of the municipal 

services was paid to municipalities as at 31 

March 2020.” 

“The Department will coordinate 

the creation and reporting of 54 000 

work opportunities in the Free State 

province across all spheres and sec-

tors for this new financial year. Of 

all those work opportunities, the 

targeted vulnerable groups are as 

follows: 

- 60% women 

- 55% youth 

- 2% of people with disabilities.” 

“The following resorts were refurbished in 

the first quarter of this financial year: Soet-

doring, Willem Pretorius, Sandveld, Koppies 

Dam, Gariep Dam, Tussen Die Rivier, Sterk-

fontein, Seekoeivlei and Phillip Sanders” 

MEC Honourable Motshidise Koloi  
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I 
t is with great sadness that we learn 

of untimely passing of Nthabiseng 

Motsi on 19 July 2020 after a short 

illness. 

We joined the Department of Public 

Works with her in 2006 as Community 

Development Officers in the EPWP Unit 

(we were five at the time) and she was 

assigned to the Fezile Dabi District. 

Nthabiseng was passionate about her 

work, she travelled from Bloemfontein to 

Fezile Dabi District weekly to do her 

work. She was very committed to her 

work. She did all the social facilitations 

for projects in the district. 

In the later years of her serving EPWP 

Unit she was elevated to the position of 

Deputy Director responsible for the Sec-

tor Coordination. 

Nthabiseng was fearless and committed 

Public Servant who displayed courage in 

everything she did and touched. 

Failure is not having the courage to try. 

The only thing standing between most 

people and their dreams is the fear of 

failure. Yet failure is essential to success 

in any endeavour. Failure tests us and 

allows us to grow. It offers us the lessons 

and guides us along the path of enlight-

enment. The teachers of philosophy 

would say, every arrow that hits the 

bull’s eye is the result of one hundred 

misses.  

The universe favours the brave. When 

you resolve once and for all, to lift your 

life to its highest level, the strength of 

your soul will guide you. We believe that 

everyone’s destiny was laid out at birth. 

This path always leads us to magical 

places filled with magnificent treasures. 

It is up to each individual to develop the 

courage to walk this way. 

We dip our revolutionary banner in her 

honour for she was a committed and 

hardworking Public Servant. Her energy 

and responsiveness will be dearly missed.  

As her Colleagues we convey our sincere 

condolences to the Family and Friends.   

May her soul rest in  

eternal peace 

NTHABISENG MOTSI’S TRIBUTE BY: MONARENG 

NGAKA 


