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“TROMPSBURG HOSPITAL NEARING COMPLETION”

In her 2013- 2014 Budget Speech, aptly themed “Acceleration of Infrastructure Delivery
and Job Creation for Sustainable livelihoods”, the MEC for Public Works Ms Sisi Mabe
emphasized that building and revamping the province’s infrastructure will become the
department’s key priority for the current financial year. “To successfully contribute to
the Economic growth of the Province, infrastructure delivery as a cross-cutting priority
needs to be accelerated”, said MEC Mabe as she aligned her statement with the
diagnostic report and consequent objectives of the National Development Plan.

In line with the MEC’s commitment to accelerate infrastructure delivery in the Free State
Province, the construction of the Trompsburg Hospital in Xhariep is nearing
completion. The building of the “State of the Art” Hospital, which commenced early in
2011 and is scheduled to be completed in September 2013, is one of Public Works’
major projects as an implementing agent of infrastructure for client departments.
According to Sisi Mabe, Public Works’ ability to deliver such superior quality service
goes along way in facilitating urban diversification in areas such as Trompsburg.

This MEC Mabe mentioned against the backdrop of the 26 social and economic
infrastructure projects that the department completed mostly in “rural” towns, on behalf
of client departments in the previous financial year (2012- 2013). These projects
comprise 15 schools for the Department of Education, Doctors Quarters for the
Department of Health, 4 projects for the Department of Economic Development,
Tourism and Environmental Affairs, 2 for the Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development, 2 projects for the Department of Sports, Arts, Culture and Recreation as
well as the departments own 2 projects.

The hospital will not only serve the citizens of Trompsburg and the broader Xhariep
municipality but will also serve the users of the popular N1 route leading to the Western
Cape (Cape Town) and Eastern Cape (Port Elizabeth), which also feeds Bloemfontein
and other surrounding areas. According to MEC Sisi Mabe, the facility will make a
significant impact towards reducing the number of road accident fatalities on the route
as there will no longer be a need to fly or drive long distances to access proper,
lifesaving medical care for the wounded.

The hospital boasts state- of- the- art facilities that include an administration block,
male and female wards with 74 beds, a maternity section, paediatric ward, Emergency
Medical Service (EMS), rehabilitation and occupational therapy, Out Patients
Department (OPD), a pharmacy, an X-Ray department, a mortuary, a linen bank,
kitchens, Central Sterilizing (CSSD), theatres, staff housing, road works and
landscaping. Other notable features of the Trompsburg District Hospital are the energy
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saving systems and facilities that were used in a bid to ensure full compliance with the
Sustainable Greening Policies

One of the key priorities of the Department of Public Works is that of “Creation of
decent work and sustainable livelihoods for the people of the Free State”. To this effect,
the construction of the hospital has created 29 permanent work opportunities and 6679
temporary job opportunities to date. The 6679 temporary employees consists 2039 adult
men, 142 adult women, 3696 young men as well as 802 young women. Of critical
importance is the fact that majority of these workers are Xhariep District locals that will
essentially be given skills that will ultimately improve their chances of getting employed
or even starting their own businesses.

The MEC further said “The Department of Public Works remains central in the provision
of Social and Economic Infrastructure, which is aimed towards the creation of decent
work and sustainable livelihoods for the people of the Free State. We will continue to
vigorously use infrastructure development on behalf of client departments as a central
pillar to boost economic growth, reduce unemployment and alleviate poverty in the
province.”
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